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HAWKERS, LOOK OUT!
There is a journal called De Transvaaler published in English and
Dutch from Johannesburg, It has attacked Indians hawking vege-
tables. I give below an extract from the journal's comments:
White women continue to patronize Indian hawkers selling
vegetables. This is detrimental to white interests. Seven Indians
were fined in February for storing their vegetables in bedrooms.
The municipality did not confiscate the stocks, though it had the
right to. In Jubilee Street, there are three latrines in front of
Nathanson's house, one of which is used as a urinal, another as a
lavatory and the third for stocking vegetables. Will any woman
who knows of this and values cleanliness buy these vegetables?
Moreover, there are two municipal stables which the coolies use
for sleeping in and for storing their vegetables. Inspectors should
go round at night to detect the offenders.
This is what the journal says. True, much of it is exaggeration. But
it is undoubtedly true that some hawkers live in unclean surround-
ings, are dirty of person and store the vegetables in dirty places. If they
do not improve, it may be taken for granted that in course of time
no Indian hawkers will be left in this country. These reports of our
uncleanliness come at a time when proposals are being mooted for
legislation on hawkers' licences. I have earlier suggested that, if they
stop issuing licences to hawkers, the latter can successfully resort to
satyagraha. But in satyagraha, it must be remembered, truth must not
be forsaken. I think it unfair that the hawkers do not adhere to [proper
standards of] cleanliness or that they store vegetables in unclean places;
and what is unfair is contrary to truth.
Monday [June 19 1908]
SATYAGRAHA CAMPAIGN
This campaign cannot yet be said to have really started. But it
may be claimed the foundations have been laid. In reply to Mr. Gandhi's
notice1, Mr. Ghamney wrote that a reply to the request for the return
of. the applications would be sent after General Smuts' return from the
Gape. Mr. Gandhi sent a telegram2 saying that this was not a matter
1  Vide "Letter to M, Chamney", pp. 261-2.
2 Not available